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This Month; Dec. 8 in
the Overholt, 7PM

Elections: It's time again to elect the
board. The nominees are: Carol Frank,
Chuck Whalen,Gary Stelzig, Darrell Garner,
and Marian Havlik. Nominationswill be open
before the voting.

The presentation will be: “Report from
Comdex” by Carol Frank and Don Atkinson.

Good news, wewon't be talking too much,
it will just be an introduction, and then you
can go over the available programs and lit-
erature. Hopefully we can answer any ques-
tions you may have.

So, you're dying to know, what have we
brought?

Loot

We got abunch of stuff from the APCUG
sponsored events and at Comdex itself. Re-
member that I’'m the newsletter editor and
am aways trying to get material from you,
our members. The following items will be
available at the meeting, assuming we get
paid the $31 it cost to UPS the first load
home. If you want abook, you have to write
areview of it. If you want a program, you
have to write a review of it. If you want a
mouse pad, you have to write areview of it.
If you want a T-shirt, you have to write a
review of it, er, wear it.

full programs

Adobel mageStyler: Appearstobe apro-
gram to dress up your web site. Create cus-
tom buttons and graphics, add Java to en-
able cool effects to make your page even
slower to load.

concludes on page 5

Visit our homepage a[t http://wWW.wi.centuryinter.net/lcpc

Presidents Message

Marian Havlik

Your last chance to ask questions about
Y 2K will be at the December meeting, so be
sureto come. Electionswill be held to pick
4 Board Members.

WEe ve made a lot of electronic progress
thisyear. I’'ve made hardly any phone calls
on behalf of LCPC; all of my 1999 commu-
nicating has been by email (along with afew
board meetings). We have very up-to-date
equipment for our monthly meetings, thanks
to Gunderson-Lutheran. Although we've
had afew minor glitchesalong theway, we' ve
been able to show any kind of presentation
on either acomputer, overhead projector, or

VCR. Not many groups have those kinds of
capabilities. We arefortunate.

For our December program Don Atkinson
and Carol Frank will report on Comdex they
attended in November in Las Vegas. Hope-
fully they’ll bring back a few goodies for
December door prizes.

| bit the bullet and called Quicken's Pay
for Support ($1.95/minute). Turns out my
Quicken report problem stemed from AOL
5.0 which apparently installed anew Arial.ttf
font filethat changed the way reportslooked
in Quicken 98. Quickenemailed anold Arial
font file (which | had trouble downloading

Your editor and secretary hard at work in Las Vegas, making contact with Taiwan high

tech companies.
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but that’s another story). Even Chuck
Whalen emailed Arial fontsto me. When |
deleted the Arial.ttf file, Quicken and AOL
3.0 both defaulted to Arial italicswhich was
hard ontheeyes. Finally copiedthe Arial .ttf
font from my desktop computer which hasn't
had any new softwarein several years. Voilal
Quickenreport problem solved; AOL 3.0and
everything else look fine on the screen. |
sent AOL an email as to the nature of the
problem, however no response from AOL
as of mid-November.

Guess it really paysto check out all pro-
grams you use after you install something
new. Now if | could just figure out why |
can open our newsdletter in Adobe just fine
one month, and yet get “errors’ the next
month. Maybel’ Il eventually be ableto read
them on our website, but so far | haven’t
figured that out either.

A couple of years ago Jack Storlie told
me about helping someone who was going
to use Quicken exclusively (and not keep a
written checkbook). | was horrified. Be-
lieveitor not, I’ vefinaly arrived at that point.
If you check your bank balance frequently
(usually through an 800 number), you can
balance you checking account on thefly. But
it also means that you scrupulously record
every number and amount when you write
checks. If you're not willing, or unable to
do that, you'd be better off with a written
check record. But| finaly got tired of keep-
ing 2 sets of records.

| found out | could input data into a state
agency web site using AOL 5.0 (probably
the only thing I'll use 5.0 for). Couldn’t do
that with AOL 3.0 because it didn’'t have a
good enough firewall.

Happy Holidays. What did you learn new
about your computer this week?

Who was David
Huffman?

Marian Havlik

Do you know who developed the system
of 1/0’s used to make computer codes?
David Huffman, Columbus, Ohio, got hisBS
from Ohio State U at age 18. After getting
hisPhD from MIT, Boston, hetaught at MIT,
and eventually ended up at the U of CA,
Santa Cruz. While at MIT Dr. Huffman
wrote a term paper which became the com-
puter sciences standard. The Huffman Cod-
ing Procedure (Huffman Codes) resulted
from that term paper and remains vital to
data storage and transmission.

While at Santa Cruz he founded the Com-
puter Science Department; he a one gavethat
department credibility.

String’ s of 1/O’ s represent each character
in afile; the length of the string depends on
the frequency with which the character ap-
pearsin afile. It provides a way to com-
pressdatafiles so that they occupy asmaller
amount of memory. This method is a
fundamwntal component of computer sci-
ence curriculum, and iswidely used not only
for compression of text, image, and audio
files, but also for management of filesinlarge
computer systems, and compression of data
for transmission by fax machines, modems,
and high-definition TV broadcasts. Thees-
sence of Huffman was to take the complex
and make it gorgeous. He kept poisonous
snakes as pets, and became a SCUBA diver
at 70. Dr.Huffman died from cancer Octo-
ber 7 in Santa Cruz, CA; hewas 74. (New
York Times obituary, October 13, 1999)

Marian shows Chuck her |atest conundrum as Darrell Garner looks on.

Member E-mail addresses
Please check over your e-mail address
carefully for accuracy. If it isn't right let us
know!
The LCPC Home Page:
http://www.wi.centuryinter.net/lcpc

Robin Alexander—
robin_alexander @uwlax.edu

Don Atkinson/Carol Frank—
deapublish@aol.com

Paul Beguette—bequ2546@aol.com

Ernesto Brauer—ebrauer @execpc.com
or ebrauer @gundluth.org

Joseph Doucet— josdoucet @aol.com

Alvinand MonicaFritz—
almfritz@aol.com or
almfritz@juno.com

Darrell Garner—dvgdablur @aol.com
Bob Hansen—r jhansen@aol .com
Marian Havlik—havlikme@aol.com

John Kuschel—
johnk@reinhartfoodser vice.com
or impjohn@aol.com

Paul Shie—
paulshie@reinhartfoodser vice.com

Gary Stelzig—gstel zig0@aol.com

Jack Storlie—j stor lie@aol.com

Chuck Whalen—cw@centuryinter.net
Kathy Gallagher—kgallal019@aol.com
Paul Havlik—pjhavlik @gundluth.org
Paul Pfaff —pop1635@juno.com

May Borgedahl - bor gie@fflax.net
Arlene Wiese - awiese@fflax.net

Membership Info and

Treasurers Report

Gary Selzig, Treasurer

No renewals for November or December.
Only paid members can vote at the Decem-
ber meeting for election of club board mem-
bers. Two past due members; Paul Pfaff and
John Kuschel.

Our checking balance as of 11/13/99 is
$334.97. October expenses of $13.20 for
stamps and $50.00 for our national dues to
APCUG.
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October meeting report

Carol M. Frank, secretary

At the October 27 meeting treasurer Gary
Stelzig reported that he renewed our
APCUG membership and suggested putting
a link to the APCUG site at our website.
Chuck Whalen was added to the nominee
list. Carol Frank announced that some of her
rugs are for sale at i ShopW sconsin.com.

Kathy Gallagher had taken Chuck
Whalen's advice from last month and
checked alibrary CD for viruses and found
one. She aso said her CD drive name was
“M”. Chuck told her that she could change
drive names.

Chuck gave some opinions about the dif-
ferences between McAffee and Norton vi-
rus checkers. McAffeewould try to fix some
files that Norton would not fix. As an ex-
periment, he had let McAffee fix afile and
compared it to a recreated file from disk.
When compared, there were differences be-
tween thesefiles. Chuck saved the recreated
fileand deleted thefixedfile.

ArleneWiese' s2 year old Aptivasuddenly
doesn’t give any sounds. Chuck suggested
going into the control panel and test sounds.
Arlene had already done this. He then sug-
gested looking at the speaker icon on the
taskbar to seeif it had the“no” symbol oniit.
Thiswould mean the sound had been muted.
Use the pop-up menu to adjust the volume.
Checking the cords and jacks was also rec-

ommended. Gary sug-
gested checking to seeif
the speakers are battery
powered.

Darrell Garner also
had a sound problem
when he reloaded AOL
and lost some sounds.
Chuck suggested the
control panel to bring
back the missing sounds.

Marian had aproblem
with a state site and
firewalls. Shewasirked
that the site didn’t tell
her what was needed to get in. There was
somediscussion on remembering and chang-
ing passwords. Some of ushavealot of pass-
wordsto remember.

Marian changed from AOL 5 back to 3
because 5 would put the oldest e-mail at the
bottom. Extrakeystrokes are needed to read
the e-mail in the order it came. Thisisalot
of extrawork for over thirty messagesaday.

Mike Larson has a monitor that doesn’t
work with his new computer but works on
his old one. Chuck recommended checking
the video card on the new computer. Before
taking out the video card he suggested hav-
ing the computer turned off but plugged in
and placing a hand on the power supply for

Arlene Weise and May Borgendahl chat with Bill Brockmiller about their computers.

Bill Brockmiller

a second to remove body static and to be
grounded. This would work best if the out-
let the computer isplugged into isgrounded.
A plug in circuit tester is available from
Menards for under $5 that will tell you if
your outlet is wired properly. Be careful
when handling thin, gold-plated circuit cards.
The presentation was given by Bill
Brockmiller. He custom builds computers,
gives at-home lessons and upgrades older
computers. He lists some of the advantages
of custom-builts:
1. Get exactly what you need—no unused
extras that cost add to system cost.

2. Avoid problems with proprietary
systems—sometimes extras can’t be
added internally because of case design.

3. Avoidinconvenienceof all-in-one
motherboards—for example built-in
modems and video boards can cause
trouble with upgrading if the old one
can't be disabled. Switches are often
unlabeled and manuals are | ost.

4. Local person isaccountable, gives better
service.

Mr. Brockmiller handed out literature on
some of the components that he usesin his
custom-builts. Hehasastrong preferencefor
AMD which givesagood trade-off between
speed and price. He avoids Cyrix unlessthe
customer wantsthelowest price. Healso pre-
fersWestern Digital harddrives.

There was some discussion between him
and Chuck on how Y 2K would affect soft-
ware and motherboards, and back-up meth-
ods. Chuck recommends HP Colorado be-
cause of the software.
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Not ready for Prime Time

Ideas and products that have not developed enough for you to spend your money on.

Don Atkinson

Wearable computers

Information is sent to an eyepiecethat fits
over one eye and to an earplug. Depending
on the model and manufacturer there may
or may not be akeyboard, most control isby
ajoystick strapped to your waist. The com-
puter itself is either afanny or backpack.

Whileaninteresting technical exercise, and
of someconceivableutility inindustrial main-
tenance and troubl e shooting, these products
have no practical usefor the common user. |
can imaginethe situation where atechnician
would find it worthwhile to have amachine
manual online as he tries to figure out what
is wrong with something in a remote loca-
tion, such as the damper on the top of a
smoke stack.

But eventhen, | imaginethat he’ d find the
weight and bulk of the computer and itsin-
terfaces to be a burden.

Digital cameras

Digital cameras, am | kidding? They’ve
been around for years, probably hundreds of
thousands of people have them and | have
the audacity to say that they're “not ready
for primetime’?

Yup.

As a photographic enthusiast, I’'ve been
watching the development of digital cameras
for thelast fifteen years. Intwo or threeyears
they may be a viable replacement for a sub
$200 35mm camera, but not yet. Only re-
cently have digitalsalmost reached the qual -
ity level of the 110 pocket instamatic.

You may see the newer cameras referred
toa“mega-pixel”. Thismeansthat they have
aresolution that yields more than one mil-
lion pixels per image. A popular resolution
i$1280x960 pixels, yielding 1.23 meg pixels
per image.

At the same time, scanners dedicated to
scanning film have dropped in price from
around $700 to the $350 range, if you shop
around. These have resolutions of 1950 to
2400 dots per inch, depending on model.
That means that your 110 negative is a
1.5meg image. A full frame 35mmimageis
6 meg, far beyond the best current camera,
which are now entering the 2 meg range. If
you have acamerausing the Kodak Advantix
film system you can get a Kodak Advantix

Film Drive FD 300 film scanner for $250.
For about an extra $10 you can have your
pictures scanned onto a Kodak photo CD
when you send your filminfor processing.|f
you're going to display on a web page just
scan your prints with a flatbed scanner at
200 dpi, your four by six inch print will be
800 by 1200 pixels.

If you have a camcorder, shell out $130
for Snappy and its latest software. Thisis
what we use to get images from the meeting
tapesfor the newdletter. It will allow you to
capture video frames up to 1500 by 1124
pixels. With a video tape you have essen-
tially an unlimited number of still imagesto
pick from. The problemisthe unavailability
of 8mm VCRsto do a decent freeze frame.

Let’scomparethe features of amid range
digital camera and a mid range 35mm or
Advantix camera.

Digital pluses
© LCD screen alows you to instantly
view how picture turned out

© LCD screen alows you to review
images and discard those you don't
want, freeing storage space

© instant access to images

Digital minuses
@ limited number of images may be stored

® high cost of replacement memory cards

® need to have access to computer to
download imagesto clear camera
memory

® “digital zoom”

Film pluses
© lower initial cost

© faster operation, less time between
pictures

© take unlimited number of pictures

© ableto use different film speeds for
diverse conditions

© much better resolution

Film minuses
@ recurring cost of film and processing

® inconvenience of having tofinish entire
roll before processing

What about features?

Generally, digitals have what they call
“digital zoom”, they are a fraud. Let's say
you are shooting at 1280x960 and you can’t
get the framing you want using just your
optical zoom. So you useyour digital zoom
to go 2 times closer. Y ou are now shooting
at 640x480 resolution! Digital zooms dis-
card pixels as you zoom in, you would be
better off using your computer imaging soft-
ware to crop and resize the image. Ignore
digital zoom when comparison shopping,
consider only optical zoom range.

L et’ sassumeyou are comparing lensesfor
35mm cameras. You have two 3 to 1 zoom
lenses, thelongest focal length isthreetimes
as long as the shortest. What's the differ-
ence between them? Wdll, one is a 35 to
105mm lens, the other is a 70 to 210mm.
Sinceyou' re dealing with afixedimagesize
(the film) you can directly compare the fo-
cal lengths and decide if you want the wide
angle to short telephoto zoom or the short
tele to medium tele lens. Both are useful
lenses, but for differnt purposes.

But you can't do this with digital cam-
eras. Unfortunately, dueto different sizes of
the imaging chip, you cannot directly com-
parethefocal lengthsof lenses, you haveto
depend on the zoom ratio specified.

A few cameras have auxiliary wide angle
or telephoto lenses avail able that screw onto
the filter ring of the main lens. These are
generaly of lower quality and are a very
guestionable value, regardless of price.

Some digitals offer what they call “rapid
fire” mode, or asimilar name. This alows
you to take a picture every 1.5 to two sec-
onds. Almost any auto advance 35mm will
be faster than this. The fabulously expen-
sive Kodak DCS series cameras, based on
Canon and Nikoninterchangeablelenssingle
lens reflex bodies will cycle at two or 3.5
shots per second for two or three seconds,
depending on model.

Years ago, it was expected that add on
digital backsfor film cameras would be de-
veloped. Thishasnot happened, in part, be-
cause most imaging chips require a warm
up period of a second or more so the shut-
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ter release would need to fire up the chip
before tripping the shutter. This technical
problem will only be overcome when the
manufacturers see a big enough market for
add on backs, which they don’t at thistime.

One booth at Comdex, selling memory
cards, said “ Your camerajust stopped shoot-
ing after twelve pictures. Your thirteenth
shot.” Over a picture of a masked rioter,
armed with alit Molotov cocktail, emerging
from awall of flame. Well, | can’t imagine
using aconsumer digital camerato shoot this
kind of action. If you're apro you'll be us-
ing a motor driven 35mm SLR, if you're a
civilian you should be heading in the oppo-
site direction as fast as you can move.

Some camerashold asfew assix high reso-
lution images (Agfa 1680, $899, Agfa CL-
30, $399, and others). Of course, thisis de-
pendent on resolution, size of storage me-
dium, degree of compression, etc.

For under $350 you can get an auto fo-
Cus, auto exposure, auto advance, auto flash,
single lens reflex (SLR) camera with inter-
changeable zoom lens. If you want to have
interchangeable lenses on your digital cam-
erayou’ |l haveto buy the Kodak DCSseries.
DCS520, which is built on a Canon EOS1
body, lists for, | hope you're sitting down,
$14,995. This is about $14,000 more than
the film version of the camera. Doing re-
search, | discovered that thereisaDCS, built
on aNikon F5 body, that lists for $28,000!

Currently you can buy 320x240 cameras
for under $50, and if you look hard you can
get 640x480 for about $100. You may
chooseto consider thisas an expendableitem
and shell out the money for something to ex-
periment with. But if you're looking for a
practical photographictool either wait afew
years or get a decent zoom lens point and
shoot ($100-300) or single lensreflex.

Don't lie to me

One of the Olympus booths at Comdex
was for a $1499 list camera. The presenter
said that he had taken sometrick skateboard-
ing photos at the “Gravity Games’. He said
“1 was impressed with the camera's ability
to focus on the contestants and stop the fast
action.” (or words to that effect)

The preceding statement was, at best,
Clintonian, and arguably, lies. Both the con-
testant and the state capitol building in the
background were in clear focus. This indi-
cates that the camera was set at the “hyper
focal” distance, where both the contestant

and background isinfocuswithout focusing
on each shot.

As for fast action, the contestant was
hardly moving when the picture was taken.
Each was taken at the top of a jump, at the
point wherethey have stopped rising and are
about to start dropping, they are effectively
standing till.

| imagine this went unnoticed by nearly
everyone present, but it was still adeliberate
attempt to mislead.

Naughty, naughty, Olympus, you makefine
products, you shouldn’'t have to lie about
them.

The lights go out all over the

world

Perhaps the most disturbing trend is the
development of free sites that allow you to
post your personal pictures on the Internet.
It's not bad enough that you inflict your off
kilter, out of focus, boring pictureson rela-
tives, coworkers, neighbors, and ex friends.
Now you can inflict them on any one who
stumbles onto the World Wide Web. Just
imagine, a billion people can now look at
pictures of great grandmother Helen’ sbirth-
day party, your new car, or theworld’smost
beautiful baby.

We areindeed at the end of civilization.

Catch 22 again

Don Atkinson

Returning home, | was anxious to try out
some of the software we had gotten. Then |
learned the CD Rom drive on our leading
computer didn’t read disks. It has power, the
door opens and closes, but the system can’t
access it. So | took off the computer cover
and removed and reinstalled the data cable.
| lost the network connection and still had
no CD. Do it again, change the BIOS and
lose the second hard drive, still have no net-
work or CD. Try again, change BIOS back,
now have hard drive and CD. Test run CD.
Put cover back on. Computer won't start.
Take cover off, remove and reinstall cable
and cover. Lose CD. Quit while behind.

I'm almost back to where | started. It's
probably a bad cable. | could reinstall the
network if | could access the Win98 CD or
get the system to read the files on the boot
drive, but how, the system won't access the
Wtindows directory or its subdirectories
when the system is running. Suggestions?

Loot cont. from page 1

Viagrafix ViaPage: A program for total
web page creation from scratch.

Sun Staroffice: Office suite, word pro-
cessor, database, spreadsheet, etc.

Adept Street Wizard: Combination trip
planning (select highway routes, print direc-
tions) and street mapping to find addresses.

DataViz Desktop to Go for Palm Pilot

WorldMan/WorldFinder: “Navigatethe
Web without the barrier of languages.”
Trandateson thefly between English, Japa-
nese, Korean, Classic Chinese, and Simpli-

Trend MicroPC-cillin 6: anti-virus soft-
ware. Needs to be reviewed for the January
newsletter, to keep my promise to them.

Quicken deluxe 2000: Despite the fact
that we' remeeting in ahospital, there WILL
be order aswe decide who getsthisprogram.
No rushing of the podium, nofisticuffs. | will
be armed.

demo programs

Viagrafix DesignCAD Pro2000: 2D and
3D computer aided design/drafting.

Samsung products and services demo.

Vistatalk.com: Internet phone software.

BEos: An*“alternative” operating system.
Claims to be faster and more stable than
Windows, using fewer system resources and
easier to program for (gee, just like DOS).

Wild File Go Back Professional: Easily
restore a previous operating environment
that worked. Protects against virii, users
deleting the wrong file or messing up the
registry, etc. Thirty day preview. Wild Fileis
located in Plymouth, outside the Twin Cit-
ies. When | spoke to James Arth, the sales
manager, he said they might be willing to
come down for a presentation.

News Flash! Asthisissueis about to go
to press | received a full copy of Go Back
Professional. So we'll have both the thirty
day trial and thefull version available.

There are other programs available for
download if | can find the business cards of
the people | spoke to. I've got lots of other
cards, but can't find some important ones.

Book

Teach Your self Microsoft Office 2000 by
Brian Underdahl. Two copies available, it
would beinteresting to get reviewsfrom dif-
ferent members.

Miscellaneous promotional items will be
availablea so.



Marian Havlik—President, board............. 782-7958
havlikme@aol.com

Ernesto Brauer—Vice President, board .. 782-7300
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New Styleis published eleven times ayear, monthly Jan-Oct and a combined Nov-Dec issue

General meetings are held the last Wednesday of each month in the Lutheran Hospital, either in the Overholt Auditorium or conference
room 1 in the basement, check page 1 for |ocation. The combined November-December meeting is held the second Wednesday in
December. Meetings begin around 7:00 PM. Everyone is welcome, attend a meeting or two with no obligation to join.

Dues are $20 for one year following payment. Membership entitles you to attend meetings, tap into the corporate wisdom, receive
special user group discounts from publishers and others, receive (and contribute to) this newsletter. Y ou may also obtain software
provided by publishersfor review of the product. Unsigned articles are by the editor.

Other user groups are welcome to reprint with proper credit.

The newsletter is printed the Wednesday before the meeting, submit articles by the 13th of the month. Upload to deapublish@aol.com
or phone me at 784-0150 if you want to deliver the article. Submit in ASCII, AmiPro, orWP5.

Commercial advertising rates avail able upon request. Member's personal ads are free.

LCPC
P.O. Box 2991
LaCrosse, WI 54602-2991



